would define his research program throughout his career. he holds honorary degrees from hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of Religion and the Jewish Theological seminary of america.
Chazan taught at the Jewish Theological seminary already in his days as a graduate student, from 1962-67. his appointment at the ohio state University, where he taught from 1967-80, can be seen with hindsight as part of the spread of Judaic studies in north america beyond its early east-Coast context. at ohio state Chazan also served as director of the Melton Center for Jewish studies, where he helped to develop an interdisciplinary program that continues to flourish today and that set the pattern for many programs in north american colleges and universities. after a brief stay at tel aviv University Chazan moved to Queens College of the City University of new York, where he served from 1981-87. at Queens he again took an administrative and leadership role, serving as director of the Center for Jewish studies.
In 1987 Chazan was asked to serve as the first chair of the skirball department of hebrew and Judaic studies at new York University, where he was appointed s. h. and helen R. scheuer professor of Jewish history with an associated appointment in the department of history. Chazan had been part of an advisory committee that helped new York University plan and execute the development of what would become the skirball department. The University intended to build its new department into a top-tier academic unit, one that would be one of its star programs as it moved ahead in becoming an elite university with a distinguished Faculty of arts and science. Chazan served as chair from 1987-1997 and succeeded in creating a department that was intimately linked with a variety of academic structures at nYU. This formula served as the basis for the growth and excellence of the department. since the skirball department's inception he has participated in the training of doctoral students, many of whom currently teach Jewish history at north american colleges and universities. In addition, Chazan served as director of the general education program of the College of arts and science, where he contributed greatly to nYU's climb to greater quality and reputation.
In the wider field of Judaic studies Chazan served as the editor of the AJS Review from 1983-88 and as president of the association for Jewish studies from 1988-91. he was a member of the executive committee of the american academy for Jewish Research and served as its president from 1996-2000. In addition, he chaired the academic advisory board of the national Foundation for Jewish Culture and
